EXHIBIT # 1

215TCENTURY LEARNING



BACKGROUND INFORMATION

We live in a changing world. Alvin Toffler said, “The illiterate of the 2 1" century will
not be those who cannot read and write, but those who cannot learn, unlearn, and
relearn.”” Our economy is changing. Since the mid 1990s, Wisconsin’s per capita income
has slipped to 95% of the national average. Some forecasters indicate that the per capita
income could fall to 83% of the national average in the next two decades. Workers today
are engaged in job tasks that are not routine. In most positions, workers need to analyze
data, make difficult decisions, collaborate with others, solve complex problems, and use
sophisticated technology. Former Federal Reserve Board Chairman, Alan Greenspan
said, “Workers must be equipped not simply with technical know-how, but also with the
ability to create, analyze and transform information and to interact effectively with
others. Moreover, that learning will increasingly be a life-long activity.”

Students are changing. Children growing up today will, more than any previous
gencration, face a life of working, networking, loving and living with others from
different national, linguistic, religious, and racial backgrounds. In their book Millennials
Rising: The Next Great Generation, Neil Howe and William Strauss talk about the youth
of today (Millennials), as upbeat, engaged, and the most diverse group in American
history. Their research showed that our new economy’s requirements and Millennials’
preferences are shared. Use of technology, collaboration, long-term planning, lifelong
learning, and an optimistic, can-do attitude are attributes of both.

In the 217 century we know more than ever about how students learn. Brain research and
new scientific insights tell us how the brain stores and retrieves information. Technology
has been integrated into our daily lives so that Millennials (students born between 1982
and 2002) use e-mail, instant messaging, and chat rooms. They conduct research on the
Web. play video games in virtual realities, and connect with their peers, often on a global
basis. They expect to use technology in school to learn core subjects and in that process,
if schools are effective, they will also become innovative and critical thinkers, problem
solvers, good communicators, and great collaborators.

Since the first publication of Best Practice — New Standards for Teaching and Learning
in America’s Schools and its revision in 1998, there has been an emerging consensus
among effective educators concerning certain broad, deep, and enduring principles of
education that cut across content areas and grade levels. Schooling, (teaching and
learning), should be student-centered, experiential, holistic, authentic, expressive,
reflective, social, collaborative, democratic, cognitive, developmental, constructivist, and
challenging. Good teachers have always incorporated these principles and now in the 21%
century they must be applied deliberately, strategically, and broadly to encompass global
awareness, financial, economic, business and entreprencurial literacy, civic literacy, and
health and wellness awareness.

Learning and thinking skills, information and communications technology (ICT) literacy,
and life skills such as adaptability, personal productivity, and self direction must be
explicitly integrated into the core subjects of K-12 education and assessed as part of a
balanced assessment program that includes rubrics, teacher developed classroom
assessments, authentic and performance based assessments, standardized and paper and
pencil tests and other quality assessments that provide a representative and sufficient
sample of student performance to permit conclusions about achievement.



There is no single strategy for creating a successful 21* Century Skills Initiative. At the
national level the PARTNERSHIP FOR 21°' CENTURY SKILLS,

(www .2 I stcenturyskills org) | a group of 26 member organizations, has been working
since 2002 to encourage states and communities to reinvigorate learning to meet the
demands of the 21% century. (Please see the attached “Vision for 21" Century lLearning”
taken from a document prepared by the National Partnership.) 1n Wisconsin, CESA 1
has adapted a framework called the 21% Century Learning Initiative and is piloting
several programs for middle or high school students who may be gifted or at-risk. These
learning programs align Wisconsin state standards and innovative instructional strategies
with 21* century skills. The programs are available to all school districts in the CESA 1
area and Tim Gavigan, director, is the contact person, (262-787-9500 or 800-261-2372 or
www cesal k12 wi.us).

Children live in a world of endless information, much of it trivial. The K-12 challenge is
to focus on what is essential. By creating a 21 century context for learning, educators
help students make meaningful connections to content, which increase engagement,
motivation, and attitudes about learning. Employers, educators, and policymakers agree
on the skills necessary for entering post secondary education and the modern workplace
because they are similar. (See the “power standards™ in table 1. Teachers need to
translate these standards into experiences that facilitate student learning )

More than ever, in this 21™ century K-12 education and the economy are inextricably
linked. There is an urgency in our global, competitive society to anticipate needs of
today’s students so that they have the capacity to become tomorrow’s leaders. There may
be no one strategy to create a successful 21* century skills initiative, but schools must
consider how they approach learning and education. There is a disconnect between high
school students and school. According to the National Center for Education Statistics
only 28% of our students believe that school work is meaningful. 21% believe their
courses are interesting and 39% believe that their school work will have a bearing on
their success later in life. Whatever strategies schools use now to give students a
rigorous, meaningful, and relevant education — so that they know /Aow to learn, think
critically, analyze data, solve problems, use information, communicate, innovate, and
collaborate — the result will be economic strength and improved quality of life for
generations to come.
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The Partnership for This vision is the result of 2 sustained, comprehensive cffort to create a
2 shared understanding and common language for education.To develop

21st Century Skills has this vision, the Partnership conducted extensive research on 21st
developed a unified, century skills, sponsored a National Forum on 21st Century Skills and

¢ held outreach sessions with educators, employers, parents, community
collective vision for 21st members and students. The Partnership has refined this vision at annual
century learning that can I,
be used to strengthen In the course of this multiyear process. thousands of key stakeholders

= i g and citizens across the country have contributed their insights about

American public schools. the results that matter. There is strong support for infusing 21 st century

skills into education. This is the kind of dynamic instruction that initially
” atracted most educators to the field. The Partnership has identfied six
X& key elements of 21st century learning:
{ o

Core subjects. The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, which

/9\ reauthorizes the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965,
‘{(\ identifies the core subjects as English, reading or language arts;
* é\b mathematics; science; foreign languages: civics: government; economics;
arts; history; and geography. :

3 21ist century content, Several significant, emerging content areas
are critical to success in communitics and workplaces. These content
arcas typically are nor emphasized in schools teday:

* Global awareness

+ Financial, economic. business and entrepreneurial literacy
» Civic literacy

+ Health and wellness awareness

CORE. SUBJECTS

Students will demonstrate their mastery of
21st century skills in the context of core subjects









